
           Official Plan  
      Amendment?

An Official Plan Amend-
ment Application is the 
process through which 
changes are made to the 
Town’s Official Plan, a 
document containing  
policies which guide the  
future development of 
land in Markham. The  
Official Plan also includes a 
framework for establishing 
regulations and standards 
for land use and contains 
policies on how the Town 
will manage growth. A 
number of Secondary Plans 
form part of the Official 
Plan, each of which  
provides more specific land 
use policies and direction 
within Markham. 
Changes may be made to 
the Official Plan, but only  
after careful consideration  
by staff and Council to  
ensure the goals and  
objectives of the Official 
Plan are maintained.  
Official Plan Amendment 
approval is authorized by 
the Ontario Planning Act 
and proposed amendment 
applications must follow its 
established process. 

CONSIDERATIONS:  
The general intent of  
the Official Plan must be  
maintained by any  
amendments. When  
reviewing an application, 
Council consults with Town 
departments, other levels 
of government, agencies, 
boards, authorities,  
residents and businesses. 
Any person or public body 
has the right to comment 
on a proposed amendment 
and at least one Public 
Meeting is held to inform 
and obtain public input. 
Some amendments must 
be approved by the Region 
of York. Others however, 
may be exempt from  
Regional approval and may 
be approved by the Town. 
The Town will request  
that the Region make a  
decision on this matter 
early in the application 
process.  
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OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT APPLICATION PROCESS FLOW
This application process may take approximately 6 to 12 months to complete
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Other Documents to Review

If applicable, review these  
documents, which are available at the  
Development Services Counter prior to  
filing your application:

• 	 Town of Markham Official Plan/ 
	 Secondary Plan Policies
• 	 Zoning By-Law(s)
• 	 Heritage Conservation District Plans
•		 Region of York Official Plan
•		 Provincial Plans, Policy Statements  
		 and Zoning Orders
•		 Federal Airport Regulations.

Pre-consultation

The flow chart represents  
the Official Plan Amendment  
process in the Town of 
Markham. Please keep in 
mind that each proposal is 
unique and the process  
may vary slightly for each  
application. The process to 
amend a Secondary Plan is  
similar to the process to 
amend the Official Plan. 

Submission requirements  
are as follows:

•	 completed application 		
	 form;
•	 draft of the  
	 proposed 	Official Plan  
	 amendment; 
•	 supporting information 	
	 or studies determined to 	
	 be required during the 		
	 pre-consultation  
	 meeting;
•	 applicable fees payable 	
	 to the Town and/or 		
	 York Region.
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New procedures now require 
you to meet with Town staff  
before submitting an  
application. This will allow you 
to explain the proposal and 
will allow staff to guide you 
through the process, provide 
preliminary comments about 
the viability of your proposal 
and advise you what plans and 
studies are required to support 
an application. At the  
pre-consultation meeting a 
checklist will be provided  
setting out the submission  
requirements for a complete  
application. These procedures 
are in accordance with Official 
Plan Amendment No. 172 and 
the Consultation By-Law  
2008-148. An application may 
be deemed incomplete and 
refused if these procedures  
are not followed.

	 Application forms are  
	 available at the Development 	
	 Services Counter or can be  
	 downloaded from the Town’s 		
	 website at www.markham.ca
	 under the Forms and Applications  
	 tab“Building and Planning		
	 Permits”.

Contact Us
This brochure is part of a series that  
outlines development processes in the  
Town of Markham. If you have any  
questions, please contact the staff of the 
Development Services Commission.

Development  
Services Commission
Town of Markham
Markham Civic Centre
101 Town Centre Boulevard
Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3
T: 905-475-4861   
F: 905-479-7768 
E: developmentservices@markham.ca 
www.markham.ca




